
ADDRESS THE 
INFRASTRUCTURE GAP
Shortfalls in infrastructure funding by 
provincial and federal governments have 
delayed development and increased 
municipal development taxes. New 
home buyers shouldn’t have to pay more 
to fund services such as transit that 
everyone in the community will  
benefit from.

ADDRESS INCREASING FEES  
& TAXES ON NEW HOUSING
All fees charged by municipalities are 
passed onto new home buyers, and it adds 
up fast. The role of fees in determining 
affordability is not a myth, as evidenced 
by municipal concessions granted to 
“affordable housing projects.”

British Columbians are feeling the  
affordability crunch.  

What can governments do to keep housing within reach? 

FOCUS ON FIRST-TIME 
BUYERS

Rising property values are good for existing 
homeowners, but puts home ownership out 
of reach for many. First-time buyers, such as 
young and new Canadians, must be able to 
enter the housing market.
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SUPPORT MORE FAMILY-
FRIENDLY HOUSING
94% of Canadians want ground-oriented, low-
rise housing, but policy and land costs mean 
not enough of these homes are being built. 

INCREASE 
SUPPLY
The provincial 
population continues 
to increase each year, 
and so will the demand 
for housing. Strong 
demand and limited 
supply drives up prices.

TARGET ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY IN 
EXISTING HOUSING
The government focus on energy 
efficiency is only on new housing 
projects, however homes built before 
1985 use double the energy as homes 
built since. Incentives for energy 
retrofits of existing housing will make  
the biggest difference. 

Municipal requirements 
continue to become 
more complex and 
costly. Each month that 
a permit sits unapproved 
means higher carrying 
costs are added into the 
sale price. 

Approximately 96% of residents live in market-
provided homes across Canada, whether owned 
or rented. Protecting housing affordability, 
and ensuring that homes are within residents’ 
financial reach, will reduce the pressures on 
social housing so available units are there to 
serve those in most urgent need. 
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About CHBA BC
The Canadian Home Builders’ Association of BC (CHBA BC) is a not-for-profit membership organization. CHBA BC is the provincial 
voice of the residential construction industry in British Columbia representing more than 1,700 members through an affiliated 
network of nine local home building associations located throughout the province. 

137,100 jobs in new home construction, 
renovation, and repair.

One of the largest employers in the province.

$19 billion in investment value.

The largest single wealth builder for  
most families. 

$7.9 billion in wages.

That show up across the entire 
 provincial economy.

The residential construction industry is essential to British Columbia’s 
 long-term economic strength and prosperity.

What can we do about it? 

For more information on our local associations please contact:

CHBA – Central Interior 
(250) 828-1844  |  www.chbaci.ca

CHBA – Vancouver Island 
(250) 755-1366  |  www.chbavi.com

Greater Vancouver HBA
(778) 565-4288  |  www.gvhba.org

CHBA – Rocky Mountain
www.chbarm.com

CHBA – South Okanagan
(250) 493-0001  |  www.chbaso.org 

CHBA – Central Okanagan
(250) 861-3988  |  www.chbaco.com

CHBA – Fraser Valley
(604) 755-9306  |  www.chbafv.com

CHBA – Northern British Columbia
(250) 563-3306  |  www.chbanorthernbc.ca

CHBA – Sea to Sky
(604) 902-2110  |  www.seatoskychba.com 

Tel: 604-432-7112    |   Toll Free: 1-800-933-6777

www.chbabc.org

Increase supply
The demand for housing, 

from both buyers and 
renters, will continue to 
rise in the coming years.

 

Amend the PTT
Home prices have 

increased over the years. 
With the decades-old 
structure, so has the 
property transfer tax  
(PTT) paid by buyers.

Cut the red tape
The impact to 

affordability must be 
considered for any 

changes to the building 
code or local bylaws.

 Energy retrofits
Stronger renovation 
incentives will better 
support government 

energy-efficiency goals.

 

Link communities
More funding for 

infrastructure projects 
should decrease the 

development tax burden 
on new home buyers.


